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led to reveal o 
rtling UFO di co 

nd rdered 
to followl 

Prs1denl Ronald R -
gan u...- , llJ"O dur\n an 
alrplaM O(i:bl wh1lt he 
wb governor or C.Hfomla 
- anc o'1)e~ hu pil(ll to 
foll"" th• rr ,., , ~-,0111 01>­
,e,--1 u 11 •l ...... ~ and 
tlP••U~ ac-r06> lht night u., 

·n, phenomenal cloat 
l'nroun(er haplened In 

::~~~ !''~~~~t :' 
"""".-.rch~ th bialOrv or 
UFC &11>htm om back 
cenlunes' 

Th.-tt'a a brief mention 
of R~1tar. ·, ilihllnf Ir, the 
rw• t,o,,. L.r.u,,alr Tbe 
Unnw,.r,t ol tt,, l·rea.1dent 
- •r.c no• lti• lull 

~~~':el;~5 ~~rfn:i::v~~ 
1U1 bu former personal 
~ and othen 1n tilt 

v t ran vllot 8111 
Pavnter bo'e aUU flyinf 
at ,~ l'ti'Uled 

'"I ,. .. ~ pilot of th 
pu,Df ... ,, .. , . .. , ~- tilt 
Uf'Q Aa._ or, bo.;oro were 
Go, tu..11111 , enc • coupl 
of t>.u --..rn > pe<>pl.e W 

.,,. f1yma • ea..n11 C1uo­
U<X, ll .. ~ may~ i or JO 
o·cwd< t n1&)1t 

..,,,,,,, .... # 

"We were n ar Ba • 
ertfleld when Oov Rea an 
and th othen called my 
attention to a big U ht 
nym a bit behind my 
plane 

er~;
1
~:~f::~':a~1~:!v'. 

ll was a ra1rly steady Hilt 
until II began to ac ­
celerate, then It appeared 
to elongate. 

"Then the light lOOk oll . 
ll went up al a 0-degree 
angle - al a high rate of 
speed Everyon on the 
plane wu ,urprlaed. 

an:~~~"m~~~a•r ~~~d~b~ 
other, I didn't IUlo what 
ltwu" 

Tht myaterloUJ object 
dc(wttA!ly .,, a't jlW an• 
ottltr alrp l1Dt , nld 

f'Af~·Uf'O want from I 
normal crlllat 1paed to • 
tantasllc •~ lutJontly . 
JI yuu glvf' 111 111rplan 
ri;wcr II wlll 11crel~r11le -

Li~t ~o~:,~le t~:~a~ilk:.?,d 
Rta in hlm1tll d • 

:r
1~i L~ i:1

~~r':na:nc 

~';!:~• c~er f:a:lnl}:i1 

Str t Journal1 • accordlnJ 
to Doyle McManUJ, co­
author or Landalldt . 

McM1<nu, uya MIiier 
told him that durlnJ 1 
lll&hl with Re.aaan from 
Loa An~elu lo Sacra • 

ti: n~!nd~
11!~l;~~~e~I; 

uld to Mlller: 
"I Wal In I plane lut 

w k when I looked out the 
window and uw thla white 
lleht . lt .. I r.1,uuln& 
around. 

" I nt up lO lhe pilot 
and Id, 'Hav you ever 
a n anytblne Ilk, that?' 

hilly, wood d and &omewhal 
1'wampy. 

~ Fu .,f,gt.Lc:n ..,udu,d " di:n..,Jy 
a,, w!l<KlcC. awi.mi,y 1>r1:11 111:w tl,t 

ul( we Ckll it off tonight, we'll 
hllve Lh Shenfl'~ DcµILl1.menl con­
llJIUt: 1'11 iuenlll 11,1:llrch t.omurrow," 
H II ... id lut m lit . A.ri-wntti1 '""j(l1tJun11,ud Jul 111gl1t 

c:o M.ft.cr ...-vc:ri,J 1,cuplt r"i,urtc:d MOc:i11 
"" II µ1.u,c c:AJ,IIJOc a11d 11111 /rum Ll,i, 

"' u.L.,.c1,u1 h.d four,d rw ll of 
if!i duv.1trd i,l .. 1,c- t,y II J,.111 -, l,ut tl,1:y 
I .... ,a llot') wuuld CIJlllllllJt, ...... rclitnJ 
u u11Lil alJuul 11uor11tlit , llu:11 wuuld 
VI ruullu: Liu: M:a.rd, Lud11y l&a IIUIJII W. 

ll,c-1 c I• 1:r11JUl{l1 111{111 

Hllll 1111.id wit ncll6d ma)' have 
btsall ii Ult!UIOf 1'11Ll1t:f l.han i J)UIII , 

Ht: ,wud m"Lcor 1huwi,111 "vt:r)', 
~ ry com11,w1'' l I.hill lime u/ )'tkl' . 

&vc::n.J µa0rlt: hlld n,.,ar1-l,d • 
lnit naol1 1,1 htlil 1:11.1·ly Mundlly 
mur11i1, to tl,i:, l:iJJHl¥11liurj 
C11y1Cuu11ty Co111mw1ic•1tu11• Cc-H· 
Lc,r . Lt L11.1-r,- L>ul.•• oJ Lhe Nurth 
8µ11.rt.1111l,u111 h1·c: )J.,µIU'Unc:,111 •1Ud 
Mu11d•y Uu,1 Ilic ft .. h w1&• bCCUIIIIJII · 

lll<>d I,)' • t.niit1l 011a1111c 1ilu1o1 

JOURNAU IT NORMAH 
MILLER , , . "RHgen 

c:lemm~ up". 

He waa ,hocked and be 
said, 'Nope.' 

" And I uld lo him: 
'Let '1 rollow It!' 

"We followed II tor HV· 
tral mlnutu. It wu a 
brl11hl while ll&hl. "We fol • 
lowed It lO "Bakenfleld, 
and all or a sudden to our 
ulter amuement II went 
llraaghl up 11110 tbe 
heavena . 
- "When I 1ot oil Lhe 
plane I told Nancy all 
aboul It. And we read up 
on the lone bhtory ol 
UJl'OI. You IUlo , even the 

~J>'<f: 1
•1~

1 
t!f~r•b~e~~ 

o lypblcs1" 
>., Rea tn u Lelllac 

Miller about hlJ II Jbtlnl, 
"be wu conat.anll> potnl• 
Inc out IA w1nc1aw and 

e,Ucul tin& about llow 
object ent Slrll&llt up 

In tbe air ", 1u1llor 
M.cl.unUJ duclOMtd . 

MrM1111u1 111d Miller 
told tum "I Ul Ulen IOIUI 

ml.t"t'':!! b= 
0 1.ne,,a~ 

::~ to ,!,"&,a:,~• °': 
)'OU bellev ln UFO'af 

''When I u ed 1um t 
u uoo l oJ bomlr 

cam o tr hlm. II v44u-
l)' da 011 • t 

yin th impll • 
d .it 
1'9p,.M let . 
aui,~ LO,. 

lit)' u11J ·i..1·1 l 
1 tut ..... U.. •wL )a: ol , ·o, I 'm .... , ..... , ,te 

(at'lll.cr loelie,cr -
,....,t.cl1••l'r) '" 

MIiier . 111 ..- a 1111a I 
tdlt.w \II U.. lA» el 
'l'ulw. OClll\lu-m- I\ f 

~aif~ld him about lffinl 

ve~~~~'!t~r.r~~e.~
0t. 

uld. "I wu rllln& a col• 
umn 11 lhe Wall Strut 
Journal th n, and I coukl 

~ev h~i'~•~~~ !i1 o~
0
1f.•

1 

de~ne!C~, d::z\:!;~:: 
~:~ b~l w~:. u:l 4::i 
C~~v'::1 ~ 8tt;&bl:f Ila 
clammed ~ .u 

In fact Rupn bad n 
• believer lo UFOI for 
years before tu&lly 
uw one, accordiAc to Laa 
All&t lH Tlmu rtporcer 
BUI Boyaruy. 

The newamu u.td WI 
in UU, whi le ... WU COV· 

trlll& Ru1u·1 eamp.o•&• 
101 1ov-. lM were 
ndlnc U1r 
valley 
.ub)KI 

eameup. 
" It u , -
ii 
R 

Ruau wi..a...,...&iillr 
I " .. ,.l'-"C -,,_ u.. 
lO un.. .Jiff '-Ila 11 
~ 
- 11.., .. .. ,,u. ,. 

,,.,, \IA, ................ _ 

lw • 1111M ~----~':t~- .... yo-, 
~ ::.Omc 1:111c:q1,d,cy wurlu:r1 •J.,OCU· 
] ll1t1:d tl, .. 1 w111,ta•.:• ll••Y hitVt alit:n 
c ~ n,cLt:ur r11ll,rr Lliai. 1111 iuri,l1a111, . 
" W1t1,c:•1>t• 11..d rc:i,urti,d fli..l.1:0 uf 
~ hg-lil 11, the 1>ky i:wly Mu1,d_11y 111urt1· 
o. ing, 1a11d 1m 1<0Lro1ioir11:r a1<1d thi,y 

Vl r,rot,1ot,Jy uw mi,t.c:ora . 

The: Hi,11dt:rau11 L'.oulll)' tN C.) 

1:11,i:nrr. JJ.,µ.rltllt:111 11.lou J •i,J1..J '-------------------------

At.out four j,11:uJ,lt: Cllllt,d tn r -
c1 pon.& uf ll dow r,i,d 11Jrcn,1' or II t.1111 
~o of fin, m tht •k.Y y1::•Le:rd11y 1&lJou1 f 
S p.m ., 11 sui,crvu,or w1Lh bi,l&Tt.lln­
., burg C1ty/Coun1y C1J1nmu11ic11uu11i 

~

1. said. Emtrgtm·y J't'.fbunnt:l a.1a1d ¥ill 
to dghl pt:oplt: i11 11.c Arkv.·nglil 
arell .:-aid !hey aaw II pl1&nt: K? ~ov.;~, 

c1all Mu11d10)' ll1l,rnll1 WI II l,h,'< ul 
h hi Lh111 v. i.. '"JIUl'Lud u II ~••U 
1J lollt: Cl 1t•li A•IJVIIUlllllf J IJ•llllll 

Tri:111 uf L1<11dn.1111 •llld Mu11d11>· th•t 
lhl.lH J)t:U}'lt: µrol,11lily uw II 
meLt>or. 

fnrn Andion;on, m ni,, 1:r ult.he 
1.low11Lo111n Mt:111oniJ Atrpurt, Hid 
Yt:•LHdi,y tl,1:n, v.•cre no rt,µo ,1.t of 
rnu,11,111 11 pl1.11i,, from the 11Jqx,n O(· 

, l~I .. ., ,k ,,..L,l,,1.,rin~ "'-lurth 

thou11h1 the Shot,ifra 0,,~atllt 
~le mltht ti.,or: liccu \h-, Vlk' t 
w 111 d11v.11, liut ~·uuu11111u,,tw11 wu 
Qllldt.l) olllW1.lu,d ~ tlh tl,c JJI.IMI, 
and II h"l~ 111 thw .., ._..-i, dfuru , 
cltin 11nal v111w u/ the •II• 

~ "' ·· 

CQA&,ol,• ~ the 
""ht, bi.it au dida't tl.&ma. 

MA. M bee ul.d 11M ~-
ely • .d 911, ter aaw 

lleliNpter &Ad unall pane ov r-
ht&J , ..,udu111 th 

I I ' 

■ Clan,n,.·,- k,"' ::,,a,I , .. .i .• • .,r 
nvtd .u ~he """11" ~du .... ..- 4•""1..-n -,.,. 

uw a 1·vtlu'ol. ur • :i1:'"' .. "'.\., •• •• "'l 
amou corrun" "'-: _,..n,,w :l. :·vi· 
lowlld by .1 0,...:. .,. • .. ~ .. ,1,.- Jw 

1ppeved 1>wn,1w -.m• :.nm. 
·t lln.rd l uwi !>oum . .ul<.! • .• ,c:1 l 

l,AW' I ~( ..;{ 't!l'hJ,W .:ur.l_. _;4l Jl .. iu . ._. 

tn-ew, .. R.J,, '.,:ld w.d ';"'lJu"'"t ,~ 

laid hi. rou,,Jn! l>w 'K4l'1t .[ ""-"" :.~ .. 
pl&,l,t tll..t ~-l l.,.: :..om. ~ .. ,..._. 
e-itrtA41' Ul.l ll• ,...,. ,muu ~urrun" 
8'&Lol•p•-
■ 0wAyl\e 0.llJ . olj>•r.t, .. lb 

~cr.ull.A. £~It "'!'¢,:..Ju 
W•.:11,nc,y l,ic . .,ff itr,~•·'""J 
Dnvc ~ h,, wu in • m-.-.t.n11 .c. 
U. 1>t!\.:e ""lien 11,r ~v,; 4 !!..II _,_.. 

aide U\e , ,nnJu,. ...,.;,w,J t · .IU ~- m 
Kc waa But .._,.., •l ,.,... ..n 

ww. 
D.:..J tllcfl ~"" .nutll•r :!..»Ii Th., 

111:iJC.:l llellaJl • J,::a.:10nL ~m .. ao: 

tnJcJ "'"' tllwn: WU ,Mlul!lc r :'1..:,n. 
Tll.n lllc:n, "'.., .mui.c ,._-... n. ~" 
..,J -.,ll.ll lie :lalW '1.4:1 Ill 11n1lotl•r-
11'1111o:J nwno.:r .Ji milot:o "'' '- ' ft'Wll 
tlle .,ffl~'II IIUt c,alJJ1'4lt<J 1l .;_., ,,if 

:i.C :!!Jo. 
0.,~ JtJ nt1t - IUI_Vlllillll ll1t lllc 

l'\luHJ b1,L LL.I lllliRl tit< I»"' 
4>,lllv'1L,:•" J.,,..n.,t,uO -,j ,.,11.41. n,. 

"'"' 81!1 l{iblcr. ""ht> 11,u III tlw d-
a.,.,. ,.,lln L1,:.J, ~J lie u"" • -~ 
110J•,t'' 1n .. 1 11...i • bla.:1. tr..zl o/ 
IIIJWir.c Kt wJ tac iJtlJ~I '"twll 1 
<hp." Kibl.r ..,.J l\o! tulJ an .,._. 

lll, 411.t (,IW,c, ~ (B.>llllljl." 

Rl'"!u.t Wl)l'li.cr:. :in 1,p • ,'\lm­
iru.nJ ,11.uun t Suutll A ,·.,nu.- ancl 
M.ll10uoJ On,., :111.:irtl\ bdun- ,l:arl. 
yutcrd y. Off1~1ala from the 
Shentr, Department, the Emu• 
PlleY PNp&n!'dn- Department, 
the Hl1h1ny Patrol, Firemen's La• 
diu Ulliliary and Emerg .. ncy 
Ml!di ~rvttts were standing by 
whil eiicht _ to 10 ,!I'S from 



a i r f o r c c p i 1 o t s , n a v Y P ~ 1 0 t ~ 1 3 i ~ J .i. I\ c P :i l o t s t e l l rn c t h c y s c e 
s o me t hi n n come u p o n t h eir wi n g tnat \-.'a s n ' t a n o i rpl a ne I have t o 

o II 

belie ve them . 

A i r F o r c e G e n e r a 1 G e o r g c S • Ll r o w n ( K n i g h t : J e \·J ~ S 0 r v i c e , l / 1 1 / 7 8 ) 
said "UFOs plag ued u s i n Vi etn n 1:1, pnrtic u l a rl.y :i. n Lhe Di·lZ i n tlic 
early summe r of 1968 , Qnd ncur Plc:Lk u i n 196 9 . Th e s tr a nge 
c r a f t a p p e a r e d o n 1 y a t n i g h t , \v c r c 

11 
p a i n t c cl '' o n o u r r a <l ~1 r 

screens, n nd behaved much lik e e n em y h e l ic o pte r s - e xcept t h a t 
their speed and ma neuv era bility were too g ood . " 

Astronome r F . :-1 . S tephens o n ( 11 / 4 / 7 L ) s a i cl i n i-; cw Z e r.1 I and r, I ha v c 
seen tH o of the s e ol>je c t s a ncl can n ot think o f any o th e r way of 
slaving t h e my s tery nb o ut them exce pt by st u dy a nd c o mp a ring the 
sight i ngs wi th simi 1. a r one s in other par t s of t he wor ld . 11 

D r . C h a r 1 e s Ma n e y , p r o f c s s o r e 111 c r i t u s o £ p h y s i c s ri n cl rn a t h c 1,1 a t i c s , 
s a i d in t h e Wall S tr eet Jour nc1l ( 12/1 3 / GS) '' these o b jects n r c 
u n q uest i onably f r om o u ter spa cc. 'r 

Dr . lle r rnn n m Oberth , Gcr 1~ 1;1n y ' s V- 2 r o c ket s ci ent ist , s ,ii d Ln t'. 1c 
A :n e r i c ~ n \·i e ek 1 y ( 10/24 / 5 / 1 ) 

11 I L is Ely I: Ii c :, is t Ii a t f .I. y ·i. ,1 '.; : ;; ;:i u cc r s 
a r e r e a 1 a n ct t h a t t h e y u r e s p n c c s h i p s f r o rn :1 n o t h c r s o 1 a r -s y s t c m . 
I t h i nk t h e y h Pl v e be en s c n t o u t Lo co 11 J u ct s y s t e u at -L c , 1 on r; - range 
i n vestig a t ions ... 11 

Gen er a l o f t h,~ Ar my Do u ;~las ;,1a c :\ rthu.r speaking at the Un ited 
St ates '.·i i 1 i t a r y Ac n de my at \~es t Poi 11 t ( 5 / 12 / G 2) talked a bout 
reaching out f or a new nnd bound l ess frontier. /\. p a rt of t h nt 
fro n t i er wa s ''of ulti ma te conflict between a unite d human race 
a n <l t h e s i nister forces of so 111 e other p 1 an ct a r y ;.:, a 1 ax y .. 11 

P r esid e n t of the u·n it c d St at c s Ro 11 a 1 cl I~ ea g an , speak in~] bef ore the 
42nd Gen eral Assembly of the United Nations (9/21/ 8 7) h ad .1 

s i mi 1 a r u niting theme. l I c said : ''In our obs cs s ion wit !1 
anta g onis ms of the moment, we often forget how much un i te s a ll 
the memb ers of humanity. l'erhaps we neeJ some out s .Ldc, un i v e rs r1 l 
th r eat t o mak e us reco g nize this co mmon boncl. I occ a s i on al ly 
t h in k h o w qu ickly our d i fferences worlclwi<le would va nish if we 
were facing a n a lien threat from outside this world. 11 

T h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r h i g h l y c r e cl i. b l e w i t n c s f, c s h a v e :n a d e s i mi 1 a r 
s ta t em en ts . T It e 1 a t cs t. r c p t'H t ,1 [. t l i.i. ~: 1w Lur e i s s I Io 1-1 n b L' l u \✓ -

think a bou t it .. ........ Lh <)n ,l :1 . .-: 01 11 ct h J 11 :.~ ~1 1Jout: .i.t 

Reagan hinted he saw a UFO first-hand 
I ~ • I ' 1 , 

the obj~ct, which was heading toward really believed in flyin, saucers. But 
Bakersfield. But then, he told Miller, "it when Miller asked him, 'Governor, are 
went straight up! " you telling me you saw a UFO?" he said 

In the summer of 1974, Norman C. that Reagan seemed to remember sud-
Miller, then a reporter for The Wall Street · Reagan soon told his wile about what denly that he was talking to a reporter. 
Journal and now national editor of The he had seen, and they did some personal "This look crossed his face," recalled 
Los An~eles Times, wa.s told by then-. research. Reagan related to Miller that MIiier, who said that Reagan then · re-
California Gov. Ronald Reagan about his they had found re ferences to UFOs in plied, "Let's just say that I'm agnostic." 
having sighted an unidentified flying ob- Egyptian hieroglyphics. Reagan w s ex- This was also the answer Reag~1 gave in 
ject on a flight ln his. p~vate plane. tremely animated as he spoke, and it 1988 when qu_esti?n~ aro~e a.bout wheth-
Reagan bad persuaded his pilot lo follnw became clear to Miller that the governor er he shared his wife s belief m astrology. 

The Houston p tis ··- ----------------' 
oa undoy, Sttptomber 25, 1988/ E-3 

ByJ ne Maver 
and Dovie McManus 
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Mr. Grant Cameron 
649 Silverstone Avenue 
Winnipeg Manitoba 
CANADA R3T 2V8 

R~ 
POSfAGE AND FEES PAID 



OFFICE O F RONALD REAGAN 

August 21, 2000 

Dear Mr. Cameron, 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting access to Pre-Presidential Papers to search for 
correspondence from Daniel Fry, Steven Spielberg and Bull Paynter for a project regarding 
Presidential interest in the UFO phenomena. 

Although your project is intriguing, unfortunately it will not be possible to allow access to the 
files that you have requested at this time. It has always been President Reagan's hope that these 
files , in addition to all the others that fall into the same category, can be opened as soon as 
possible so that students and researchers across the country can learn firsthand the history of 
Ronald Reagan. In the meantime, due to the size and nature of the unprocessed collection, they 
are unavailable. 

Again, thank you for your letter and best of luck with your project. 

Mr. Grant Cameron 
649 Si lverstone Avenue 
Winnipeg Manitoba 

A ADA R3T2V8 

Sincerely, 

~RA~a/4z 
Chief of Staff 
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mass of Cog that seems to last. a long ~1me • 
Or 8 gravel road might appear m the middle 
of the fog and you get a sudden unreason&· 
ble urge to drive down that road. 
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■ UUFO Coverup? ... live" slrs 
or 8 p.m. today on WOFL·TV sad 
WPEC-TV. 

By Billy Cos: 
FLORIDA TODAY 

President Reagan's abidlng fascina• 
lion witb extraterrestrials turned yet 
another page recently with the publica• 
lion or "Landslide: The Unmaking ol a 
Presidenl~ The book makes passing 
reference to Reagan having once 
sighted an unidentified flying object, 
and his aides· ercorts to play it down. 

The brief excerpt is Illuminating 
only In the context or Reagan's public 
statements during his second tenn, a 
pattern that includes the president's 
allusions to an "alien thrcar· In a 
speech belore lbe United Nations In 
1987. Reagan also ra ised the scenario 
or an extrate rres trial lova5ion with 
Soviet leader Mikh ail Gorbachev In 
19&5, with USSR Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevard nadze last year, and 
this year ot o prc<.s conference in 
Chicago. 

With lha t patt ern in mind, a Cali!or• 
nia UFO invc<;\igator 'r, looking at 

SCARS, RASHIS 
Unexplained scars or rashes - espe-

~ 
\....:.--

U..2.ll: Q \' \.: 2.:\.: l'.. 

tonight's broadcast of NUFO Coverup? 
. . . Uve" with keen anticipation, 
when two high-level security contacts 
who have supposedly been leaking 
classified lnfonnation to him over the 
yean are supposed to go publlc. In the 
f\nal days af the fint ,uccesstul two­
tenn presidency in nearly 3Q years, 
says Bill Moore, "the administration 
bas a unique opportunity to get this 
lnronnation ouL" 

"Coverup," e two-hour special be­
ginning al S p.m. on WOFL·TV and 
WPEC-TV, ls ~cbeduled to take a wide­
angle look at the phenomenon, rrom 
the recent controveny over Florida's 
Gulf Breeze sightings to the testimony 
of people who claim they've been 
abducted by aliens. Film footage and 
lnterviews with sdenrtsl.! on bolh sides 
or the subject are set 

Truman administration for the incom­
ing Eisenhnwer team and describe the 
retrieval or a crashed spacecrart-and 
the remains or four tiny occupants -
from a New Mexico desert in 1947. The 
Army immediately announced It bad 
recovered a Oy\ng saucer, only to 
contradict the story the next day, 
identifying tt:e wreckage as a weather 
balloon. 

"Given the lirne frame this OC· 
curred, right after the second World 
War, it would've been a completely 
Irresponsible act to tell about what we 
had discovered," Moore says. "And 
once that process got started, It just 
perpetuated jtself. So now the problem 
Is.. how do you explain to the American 
public that you've been keeping a 
secret from them ror 41 years?" 

Moore soys his sources are agreeing 
to talk In hopes or sparking congre-sslo­
nal Investigations.. "None or the lnfor• 
motion I've seen would pose a threat to 
national security H ll went public," 
Moore says. 

Last yenr, Moore, director or -the 
Fair Wrtncss Project in Burbank, 
released copies or the SO<e\led MJ-12 
documents, alleged presidential brie f­
Ing papers moiled anonymously to him 
In 1985. The debate over their authen­ "Coverup" originates rrom Wash• 

lngton anll ls pro<luc~d by UIS Com mu• 
were purpilrtedly nlcations, the snme group that put 
by the outgoing togetht:r '"Return or the Ttlnntic . . . 

Ucity continues. 
The docurnen~ 

prepared in 19:'12 

.. . ____ ..., . ......,. ... -... 
YMk NY 10012. oi course, iC you're eeriously con­
cerned about some -strange symp­
toms, you should contact a reputable 
medical or mental healt~ profes­
sional. - Cra.ig Phelcn 

Uve" in 1987. The moderator Is actor 
Mike "M•A•S•H" Farrell. who has also 
been active in a number or social-issue 
document.a ries. 

Among the guests will be Vickie 
Landrum and Betry Cash, victims of 
one or the best medically documented 
UFO cases and the subjects or a 
FLORIDA TODAY series of stories In 
1983. Cash. Landrum, a nd Landrum's 
grandson, Colby, surrered acute radl&­
lion bums when their car was blocked 
by a glowing object on a deserted 
highway outside Houston In 1980. They 
also claim they saw more than 20 
military lle\icopters pursuing the vehi­
cle. 

Cash bas a\ways held tbe govern• 
ment, not space aliens. responsible for 
her continuing health problems. 

"Before this happened to us. U 
somebody would've told me a story II e 
lhe one l've got. 1 would',~ said they're 
ready for the men In the white coal.3: 
say, Cash, now living In Al bama. MBut 
now, arter what happened to me, rm 
th inking. 'Gosh. maybe I owe nil t ose 
people wlth all those slrnnge sto ries an 
apology.' l mean, who am I to judse 
any more?" 

8 
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·secret Encounter Re~ealed 
Reagan Saw UFO While 
Flying - And Ordered 
.His Pilot to Follow It 

Ronald Reagan saw a UFO during ~n ai;· 
plane flight while he was governor of Cahform~ 
- and ordered his pilot to follow the mysteri­
ous object as it streaked and zigzagged across 
thih~~t~~o~~~~I close en- 'We followed it several 
counter happened in 1974, minutes. It was a bright 
and left Reagan so Inter- . . d II 
ested in UFOs that he re- white hght . , , an a 
s~arc~ed the ,history of UFO of a sudden to our ut-
s1ghtings going back cen- t "it nt 
turies! ter ammemen we 

There's a brief ~ention of straight up into the 
Reagan's sighting m the new , 
book "Landslide: The Un- heavens. 
making of the President" - _ Ronald Reagan 
and now The ENQUIRER ---■-■-1!!!~-!l-=-;-.-■-■--­has uncovered the full , fasci-
nating story in interviews 
with his former personal 
pilot and others in the know. 

Veteran pilot Bill Paynter, 
who's still flying at 72, re­
vealed: 

"I was the pilot of the 
plane wh .... 1 we saw the UFO. 
Also on board were Gov. 
Reagan and a couple of his 
security people. We were 
flying in a Cessna Citation. 
It was maybe 9 or 10 o'clock 
at night. 

"We were near Bakers­
field when Gov. Reagan and 
the others called my atten­
tion to a big light flying a bit 
behind my plane. 

"It appeared to be several 
hundred yards away. It was 
a fairly steady light until it 
began to accelerate, then it 
appeared to elongate. 

"Then the light took off. It 
went up at a 4!>-degree angle 
- at a high rate of speed. 
Everyone on the plane was 
surprised. 

"Gov. Reagan eicpressed 
amazement. I told the others 
I clidn't know what it was." 

The mysterious object def­
initely wasn't just another 
airplane, Paynter told The 
ENQUIRER. 

. .. 
PILOT Bill Poynter soys 
Reagon was amazed by 
the UFO sighting. 

·' 

"'i:· 

"The UFO went from a 
normal cruise speed to a fan­
tastic speed instantly. If you 
give an airplane power it 
will accelerate - but not 
like a hot rod, and that's 
what this was like." 

Reagan himself described NEWSMAN Norman C. 
the sighting one week later to MIiler soys Reagon told 
Norman C. Miller, then Wash- him about the sighting. 
ington Bureau chief for the out the window and sud­
Wall Street Journal, accord- denly said to Miller: 
ing to Doyle McManus, coau- "I was in a plane last week 
thor of "Landslide." when I looked out the win-

McManus says Miller told dow and saw this white light. 
him that during a flight with It was -zigzagging around. 
Reagan from Los Angeles to "I went up to the pilot and 
Sacr~ento, Reagan gazed said, 'Have you ever seen 

...ia.. 
CLOSE ENCOUNTER: Ronald Reagon 
sow o bright UFO in the California skies sighting, he and Nancy researched UFOs. 

anything like that?' He was of the Los Angeles Times, Reagan's campaign for gov­
shocked and he said, 'Nope.' confirmed Reagan had told emor, they were riding 

"And I said to him: 'Let's him about seeing a UFO. through a California valley 
follow It!' "I didn't report the con- one night when the subject 

"We followed It several versation at the time," he of flying saucers came up. 
minutes. It was a bright said. "I was writing a column "It was a beautiful night," 
white light. We followed it to at the Wall Street Journal Boyarsky remembered. "We 
Bakersfield, and all of a sud- then, and I could never fig- were looking up at the stars 
den to our utter amazement ure out how to get a whole in the sky, and Reagan told 
It went straight up into the column out of it. me he.believed In flying sau­
heavens. When I got off the "Reagan didn't go into de- cers. He said he had a friend 
plane, I told Nancy all about tail about the research he who'd actually seen one." 
it. And we read up on the and his wife had done, be- Pilot Paynter, who now 
long history of UFOs. You cause it was at that point owns a freight airline in Sac­
know, even the Egyptians re- that I asked him if he be- ramento, said he and Reagan 
ferred to UFOs in their hier- lieved in UFOs and he talked about their 1974 
oglyphics!" clammed up." sighting "from time to time" 

As Reagan was telling In fact, Reagan had been a after the night it happened. 
Miller about his sighting, believer in UFOs for years "But we didn't file a re­
"he was constantly pointing before he actually saw one, port on the object because 
out the window and gesticu- according to Los Angeles for a long time they consid­
lating about how the object Times reporter Bill Boyar- ered you a nut if you saw a 
went straight up in the air," sky. UFO.'' 
author McManus disclosed. The newsman said that In - Al.AN IRAHAM SMITH 

McManus said Miller told 1965, while he was covering end KEH ,orru 
him: "I sat there with my 
mouth wide open at what I 
was hearing. Then I said to 
Reagan: 'Are you telling me, 
Governor, that you believe 
in UFOs?' 

"When I asked him that 
question, a look of horror 
came over him. It suddenly 
dawned on him what he was 
saying, the implications, and 
that he was talking to a re­
porter. He snapped back to 
reality and said, 'Let's just 
say that on the subject of 
UFOs I'm an agnostic (nei­
ther a believer nor a nonbe­
liever).'" 

Miller, now national editor 

Look What's Happened Since 
You Last Read The Enquirer 
LAST WEEK American 

thrill-seekers splashed and 
paddled their way through 
38,000 white water raft trips. 
Ten years ago, Americans 
took only 480 trips a week. 

LAST WEEK five more 
people sued the U.S. Air 
Force for damages caused by 
sonic booms - shock waves 
caused by jets breaking the 
sound barrier. Based on past 

results, the Air Force will 
pay up on three of those 
claims. 

LAST WEEK American 
industry used 135 million 
bolts and large screws to 
hold things together -
that's more than 13,000 a 
minute. According to one 
study, about 30 percent of 
them - or some 40 million 
- were defective. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1984 

I am pleased to send my greetings to the members of the 
International Platform Association as you gather for your 
Annual Convention. 

America was founded by men and women who were willing 
to die for the right to assemble and exchange ideas un­
fettered by the restrictions of a capricious government. 
Your organization was conceived 153 years ago in this 
same spirit of liberty. Since then, by convening the 
leading speakers of the day and providing them the 
occasion to share experiences and compare perspectives, 
your annual meetings have served to perpetuate and en­
rich this legacy of free speech and informed debate. 
These qualities are indispensable to the vitality of our 
national life. 

Nancy and I send you our best wishes for an informative 
and exciting convention and for every future success. 
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What Did Reagan Know About UFOs? 

Reagan seemed more enthralled with UFOs than all the U. S . 
Presidents , including Nixon. Reporter Billy Cox noted the many· 
mentions of extraterrestrials in Reagan ' s speeches and 
commented , "Ronald Reagan ' s abiding fascination with 
extraterrestrials. " One of Reagan ' s daughters also commented on 
her father ' s obsession with UFOs and life on other planets. The 
source of his fascination is often thought to be the " few '' 
sightings he claimed to have had . 

In September 1981, Reagan received a letter from an UFO research 
group director, Major Ret . Colman VonKeviczky . This man had made 
a second career of sending plaintiff pleas to not only the 
Presidents of the United States but to the U.N. Secretary 
Generals. When a new president was elected or a new Secretary 
General came on the scene they all heard from Major Ret . Colman 
VonKeviczky. 

What VonKeviczky wanted was to get the figures of power and 
authority in governments to recognize that UFOs , 
" ... represented an intergalactic task force that will destroy 
earth unless world leaders band together to end their hostile 
actions against UFOs ." 

an ufo stor .htm 

He was relentless . As a true believer of what he said he s ent 
letter and packages with material s outlining the dangers a nd 
with demands than plans be drawn up for a defense against the 
alien threat . In the September 1981 letter , more than 17 
documents were sent to Reagan outlining the immediate th r e a t to 
the world from the aliens . Thi s was hi s third letter to Reaga n. 

While his previous letters were not answered , his thi rd one wa s. 

http://www.virtuallystrange.net/ufo/updates/subscribers/2007/dec/m30-016.shtml 
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What Did Reagan Know About UFOs? 

A distinguished Army officer who gathered ma ny high ranking 
positions and metals including Director of s t rategy, Plan s and 
Policy ; Deputy Chief of Staff for Operation~ a nd Pl ans; Nat i onal 
Security Defense Group Director ; and the Chief o f the Poli cy 
Branch o f SHAPE in Belgium, Ma j or General Robert Schwe i tzer, 
answered it . Schwe i tzer was the Chief Milita r y Advi s o r of the 
White House and Na t ional Security Council. 

Part of Schwei t zer ' s a nswer to VonKev iczky read as s o : 

" The Pres i dent i s we ll awa re o f the t h reat you document s o 
clearly and i s doing all in hi s p ower t o restore the nationa l 
defe nse marg i n o f sa f et y a s qui ckly a nd p rudently as poss ible. " 
[ Ibid) 

Well , VonKevic zky d i dn ' t need a flying sauce r to fly like the 
wind to the As soci a ted Press with "an admis s ion " of the alien 
threat by the Reagan administration . The AP almost put it out on 
the wire but d i dn ' t once they called and talked with Schweitzer . 
Had Schweitzer put t h e word " UFO " in between " t he " and " threat " 
they would have r u n with the story . You ' ve jus t got to ask wha t 
Schweitzer was reall y thinking? Was his song a nd dance he 
offered to the AP the real deal , was it a stup i d slip , or did he 
really mean " the UFO th reat " in the context o f VonKeviczky ' s 
persistent s c r eed ? 

The Chief Military Advisor of the White House and National 
Security Council, Ma jor Genera l Robert Schweit zer , was let go on 
10/26/81. 

Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) program 

Though Re a gan was credited with this progr am and i ts "possible 
us e " a gains t s pace invaders , it was concept de c ades in the 
mak i ng and on e ha s to ask the que stion , how c ome? Generals 
Doug l as Ma cArthur and John A. Mc David bot h made comments for 
public c onsumption of the p oss i b l e invas ion of interplaneta ry 
beings . McDavid sa i d a n Ai r Fo rce approved speech at Millike n 
University, Deca t ur , I llinois : 

" Before long , people may be forced to realize and a ccept as a 
fact t hat thi s earth is only an infinites i mal g r ain of sand i n 
an infinite universe ," declared Mc Davi d . " The human i s o ne of 
many f orms of life with wh i ch God is concerned a nd othe r s are 
superi or to us. And if this is t r u e , our mee ting wi t h other 
types of e xi s tence in other places in the universe qu ite likely 
will incre ase the potential e lement of c onflict ra ther than 
reduce it ." [Ibid) 

Why would a b r iga dier genera l ha ve to have an Air Forc e approved 
speech un l e ss he was treading on Top- Se cret g r ounds and had to 
walk a very thin line in what h e said? And , why i f UFOs don't 
exist , they are jus t bal l oons and s wamp gas, would he have to 
wa l k a very t h in line and get Air For ce approval? 

A caree r State Department dipl oma t , Michael Michaud, wrote of 
Nixon ' s worry about an a lie n i nvas i on: 

"Aliens from other solar systems a r e a p ot ent ial threat to us, 
and we a re a potentia l t h rea t t o them. Scie n t i sts and others 

http://www.virtuallystrange.net/ufo/updates/subscribers/2007/dec/m30-016.shtml 
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have often postulated that extraterreS t rial societies more 
advanced than ours would b e l ess warlike. Regrettably , the 
stereotypes of the benevolent , s uper intelligent alien may be as 
unrealistic as the stereotype of the bug- e yed monster carrying 
off shapely human females . Even if a species had achieved true 
peace within its own ranks , it would still be worried about us, 
and would take the me asures i t felt were necessary to protect 
itself . This includes the possibility (not the inevitability) of 
military action . . Our basic interest will be to protect 
ourselves from any possible t hreat to Earth 's security ... ~ 
[Ibid) 

There is some speculation that " Reagan 's "SDI had a two-fold 
purpose : To defend against the Soviets and extraterrestrials . 
Here are some of the sources : 

In a June 1995 Bay Area Lecture Dr. Steve n Greer announces 
information leaked to him from the North American Air Defense 
Command in Colorado shows that the Air Forc e tracks an average 
o f 500 " fastwalkers " (term used for UFOs) entering the earth 
atmosphere eve ry year . 

New York Times Pulitzer prize winning author Howard Blum reports 
that NORAD deep-space radars track many UFOs. 

Two Aerospace engineers working on the AeroJet 's DSP spy 
satellite claim UFOs are detected coming from deep space two or 
three times a month. 

Author Whitley Strieber, in his book Breakthrough, stated that 
he had seen part of a document which revealed that the EG&G 
Corporation is involved in developing defense weapons against 
extraterrestrials . 

Two further sources have told Greer that rogue units within 
Unacknowl edged Special Access Programs, have directed black 
budget funds to develop SDI weapons to down UFOs. Further the 
sources have stated that they have been successful in shoot 
downs. 

It must be said that there are other Ufologists who do not agree 
with these sources. 

A Close Encounter of the Spielberg Kind 

When Steven Spielberg 's movie, ET, came out, Spielberg did a 
private showing for Ronald and Nancy Reagan in the White House. 
There were guests invited for this private screening totally 
about 35 other persons. Apparently, the Reagan 's loved the 
movie indicated by Nancy 's tears and Ronald 's enthusiasm. 

After the movie ended, the President leaned over to Spielberg 
and in a hus hed tone said, 

" You know , there aren't six people in this room who know how 
true this really is. " 

Spielberg told a TV producer of Reagan ' s comment while being 

http://www.virtuallystrange.net/ufo/updates/subscri bers/2007 /dec/m30-016.shtml 

Page 3 of 4 

1/3/2008 



What Did Reagan Know About UFOs? 

interviewed for a documentary . 

About the Author : 

Douglas Bower - I Was Abducted By Aliens But They Threw Me Back 

(Lead thanks to Stuart Miller@ htt : //www.alienworlds mag . com] 

Listen to ' Strange Days .. . Indeed ' - The PodCast 

See : 

http : //www . virtua llystrange . net/ufo/sdi/progr am/subscribers/ 

[ ext Me age I Pre ious Mes age I This Day's Me_ss~ges ] 
Thi Month's l ndex I 

UFO U Dates Main Index 

UFO UpDates - Toronto - ufoupdates@virtulitll):'str3_nge._n~t 
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp 

Archive programming by Glenn Campbell at FamilyCourtChronicles.com 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN'S TRIPS TO CAMP DAVID, 1981-1988 

1981 1983 

January 30 - February 1 January 7 - 9 
February 6 - 8 January 21 - 23 
February 13 - 16 February 4 - 6 
March 6 - 8 March 11 - 13 
April 25 - 27 March 18 - 20 
May 8 - 10 April 8 - 10 
June 5 - 7 April 15 - 17 
June 8 - 9 May 13 - 15 
June 19 - 21 May 21 - 22 
July 10 - 12 June 2 - 5 
July 25 - 26 June 10-12 
July 31 - August 2 June 17 - 19 
August 11 - 13 July 8 - 10 
September 18 - 20 July 15 - 17 
September 25 - 27 July 23 - 24 
October 2 - 4 July 29 - 31 \ 

October 9 - 12 August 5 - 7 
October 30 - November 1 September 16 - 18 
December 11 - 13 October 7 - 10 

October 14 - 16 
1982 October 28 - 30 

November 4 - 6 
January 8 - 10 December 2 - 4 
January 22 - 24 December 9 - 11 
February 12-14 
March 12 - 14 1984 
March 19 - 21 
April 3 - 4 January 6 - 8 
April 17 - 18 January 13 - 15 
June 12 - 14 January 20 - 22 
June18-20 February 3 - 5 
June 25 - 27 - February 24 - 26 
July 16 - 18 ' March 9 - 11 
July 23 - 25 March 16 - 18 
July 30 - August 1 March 30 - April 1 
August 13 - 15 April 14 - 15 
September 10 - 12 May 4 - 6 
October 1 - 3 May 11 - 13 
October 15 - 17 May 18 - 20 
October 24 May 25 - 28 
October 29 - 31 June 15 - 17 
November 19 - 21 June 22 - 24 

June 29 - July 1 
July 6 - 8 
July 13 - 18 
July 20 - 22 



August 24 - 26 May 30 - June 1 
September 7 - 9 June 6 - 8 

eptember 28 - 30 June 13 - 15 
October 5 - 7 June 20 - 22 
October 12 - 14 July 11 - 13 
October 26 - 28 July 25 - 27 
November 30 - December 2 August 1 - 3 
December 7 - 9 September 12 - 14 
December 21 - 23 September 19 - 21 

September 26 - 28 
1985 October 3 - 5 

October 17 - 19 
January 4 - 6 November 7 - 10 
January 11 - 13 November 14 - 16 
February 1 - 3 November 21 - 23 
February 8 - 10 December 5 - 7 
February 22 - 24 December 19 - 21 
March 8 - 10 1987 
March 29 - 31 
April 19 - 21 January 16 - 19 
May 11 - 13 January 23 - 25 
May 18 - 19 February 13 - 16 
May 31 - June 2 February 20 - 22 
June 7 - 9 March 6 - 8 
June 14 - 16 March 13 - 15 
June 21 - 23 March 20 - 22 
July 5 - 7 April 24 - 26 
July 26 - 28 May 22 - 25 
August 2 - 4 May 29 - 31 
September 6 - 8 June 19 - 21 
September 13 - 15 June 26 - 28 
September 20 - 22 July 3 - 5 
October 4 - 6 July 17-19 
October 11 - 14 July 24 - 26 
October 25 - 27 August 7 - 9 
November 1 - 3 September 11 - 13 
December 20 - 21 September 18 - 20 

October 2 - 4 
1986 October 9 - 12 

October 23 - 25 
January 10 - 12 November 6 - 8 
January 17 - 20 November 13 - 15 
January 3 1 - February 2 December 11 - 13 
February 21 - 23 
February 28 - March 2 1988 
March 7 - 9 
March 14 - 16 January 8 - 10 
April 11 - 13 Januaryl5-18 
Apri l 18 - 20 January 22 - 24 
May 8 - 11 
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February 5 -7 
February 19 - 21 
March 11 - 13 
April 15 - 17 
April 22 - 24 
May 6- 8 
May 13 - 15 
June 10 - 12 
July 1 - 4 
July 29 - 31 
September 16 - 18 
September 23 - 25 
October 7 - 10 
October 21 - 23 
November 11 - 13 
December 2 - 4 

. . . 



From: ebula2002 aol.com 
To: pre identialufo@presidency.com 
C: 

ubject: From Michael Luckman 
Date: Mon, 14 Jan 2008 02:51 :28 EST 

Page 1 of 1 

Hi Grant: I wouldn 't invest too much belief in that story of the late comedian Jackie Gleason being shown alien 
bod ies by President Nixon. There is n~ question,,a~out Gl~ason:s P~.ssion for UFOs and the paranormal. My friend 
Art Ford the New York radio personality whose Milkman s Matinee show made him number one told me that 
Gleason' took him to the UFO library he ~aintained i_n the ~asement of his home in upstate New Y

1

ork. The entire 
home, which was paid for by CBS TelevIsIon, was circular in design and all of the rooms were circular, believe it 
or not with circular furniture. Gleason titled . his home t~e ~ot_hership and called his circular garage the Scout Ship. 
He sighted UFOs while living in South Florida. But all 1nd1cat1ons are that Beverly McCl intick, Jackie's first wife, 
apparently invented the Nixon alien story to try to catch the attention of a book publisher. The National Enquirer 
ran with the story but that is about as far as it went. A publisher was never found for Mrs. Gleason's book. The 
Nixon ET story seems to have no foundation in fact. I thought you would like to know. 

Michael C. Luckman , Director 
The New York Center for Extraterrestrial Research 
(212) 995-0384 
e-mail: nebula2002@aol.com 

************** 

Start the year off right. Easy ways to stay in shape. 
http ://body .aol . com/fitness/winter-exercise ?NC I D=aolcmp00300000002489 

·Print •j 

http://mai10l.mail.com/scripts/mai 1/read.mail?print= I &msg_ uid= l 2003 l 8 l 13&folder=IN ... l /14/2008 



214 PRESIDENT REAGA 

improbable novels of Edgar Rice Burroughs, preferring the more ob­
scure science-fiction exploits of a Martian warlord named John Carter 
to the popular Tarzan books. He has read science fiction throughout 
his life and is a fan of science-fiction films. Patti Davis describes her 
father as fascinated with stories about unidentified flying objects and 
the possib ility of life on other worlds.42 The second sentence of her 
autobiographical novel Home Front compares the "madness" of a pres­
idential inauguration day to "a fifties movie in which flying saucers 
descend on the metropolis." Perhaps she, too, had been subjected to 
The Day the Earth Stood Still. As we have seen, Reagan's fascination 
with such possibilities emerged in conversation with Mikhail Gor­
bachev when he suggested that the United States and the Soviet Union 
would band together if threatened with an interplanetary invasion. Rea­
gan's thoughts turn readily to outer space. His proposal to build an 
impenetrable "space shield" that would defend Americans from nuclear 
missiles has tangled roots that will be examined more fully in Chapter 
13 , but the idea arose in Reagan's imagination. Reagan is also an avid 
supporter of manned spaceflight. When David Stockman sought on 
fiscal grounds to limit NASA to unmanned space probes, Reagan was 
resistant, saying that the public's irnagination had been captured by. the 
manned space program.43 Reagan understood this because spaceflight 
appealed to his own imagination. He had been reading about imagined 
worlds long before President John F. Kennedy launched the pr~gram 
that put men in space and on the moon. And he ~ay ~ave f~und _it e~sy 
to conceive of life on other worlds because he lived m an 1magmat1ve 
world of his own. 

We know now that Ronald Reagan clung hard to his boyhood dreams 
of glory, including the seemingly unattainable ambition of becoming an 
actor. His brother and his boyhood contemporaries did not know that. 
They thought of him as something of a " momma's boy," and Neil has 
said that his brother hung out with "sissies" rather than with his crowd 
at the pool hall.44 Ronald Reagan's early infatua tion with football may 
have been in part an attempt to win t~e approval of his brother's 
rougher crowd. Boys in those days were supposed to excel in team 
games, and Ronald Reagan's extreme nearsightedness disqualified him 
from baseball as it would in adult life from military combat. H e was 
short and slight of build when he entered Dixon's Northside High 
School in 1924 at the age of thirteen and a year behind his classmates 
in physical maturity because he had skipped a grade during one of the 
family's many moves . He wore thick , horn -rimmed glasses that he de-

The Loner 215 

tested. But on the lightweight football team, limited to boys weighing 
less than 135 pounds, he displayed pluck and persisten~e that ?vercame 
his lack of skill and size. He was made captain of the lightweight team 
and promoted to the varsity in his juni r year. in his seni?r year Reagan 
gained thirty pounds and shot up to a height of nearly six feet . At_ 165 
pounds, he was both the best and the lightest tackle on the 1928 J?ixon 
High team, which lost seven games and won only two. He playe? m the 
shadow of his older brother, who had graduated two years earlier after 
starring on an undefeated Dixon team. _ 

In his autobiography Reagan ranks football with dramatics and poli­
tics as a ruling passion in his life. "The rough reality of disorganized 
play had gradually invaded my dream world," 45 he says of the p icku p 
games of his boyhood, leaving him with bruises and a feeling of happi­
ness. Long after he dictated these words, Reagan celebrated football as 
a healthy alternative to warfare that satisfies a human need for combat 
and permits "a kind of clean hatred." 46 But despite football 's role as a 
rite of passage to manhood and his first career as sports announcer, the 
game held no enduring interest for Reagan. He far preferred the more 
solitary sports of swimming, golf and horseback riding, and he only 
occasionally attended football games after moving to California. He 
even gave up reading the sports pages. In Sacramento he told me that 
instead of watching football on television he preferred old movie or 
such spy thrillers as Mission Impossible. 

Reagan had no need to demonstrate manliness through a pretended 
interest in organized sports. Unlike the physically awkward Richard 
Nixon, who barely made his high school football team, President Rea­
gan never telephoned a professional football coach to de cribe favor­
ite play or timed his travel schedule so that he could w tch the 
Washington Redskins on television. Even his boyhood years re defined 
more sharply by his starring role as the ole lifegu rd t Lo ell P rk 
than by his supportive one as a lineman on the Dixon High and Eureka 
College football teams. Lowell Park is on a dang rou e tion of the 
Rock River three miles north of Dixon. In ix ummers lifeguard 
there from 1927 through 1932 , Reagan r u d ent - even people 
from drowning. The Dixon Daily Telegraph r p rted in p ge-one tory 
on August 3, 1928, that seventeen-y ar- ld Ron ld Re g n had pulled 
a drowning man to safety in th d rkn aft r n ther re ue attempt 
had failed . Garry Wills ha docum nted both th rough accuracy of the 
rescue count and the arduou rout ine of Ronald Reagan's workdays in 
these summer , which h began e h morning by picking up a 300-
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